
SATs with a Smile



Dates



Children will be invited into school early for breakfast. 

Time to prepare resources and settle down before SATs begin. Children will be provided 
with resources. 

No ‘good luck’ items please!

Tests start from around 9am – they will be finished before break each day.

Normal lessons in the afternoon (less intense continuation of foundation curriculum 
subjects).

If your child is ill, please phone the school office/email as soon as possible. 

What happens during SATs week?



Every pupil receives a scaled score for Reading, Writing, Grammar and Maths

Each child’s raw score in the test is turned into a scaled score.

A scaled score of 100 means the child is working ‘at the expected standard’ for a Year 6 
child.

The scale will have a lower point of 80 and a higher point of 120.

The tests reflect the new curriculum introduced in 2014. 

Scores are reported to secondary schools. 

How are SATs marked?



45 minutes for grammar

50 marks available (later combined with spelling test)

Multiple choice answers and tick boxes

IT’S RIGHT BUT IT’S WRONG!

Have you ticked one or two?

Does the word need a capital letter?

Have you spelt it correctly? KISS

Grammar



Spelling has no time limit (it tends to take approximately 20 minutes)

20 words which complete individual sentences

Worth 20 marks (later combined with grammar mark)

Spelling



What is the root word?

Does it have a prefix/suffix?

What does it sound like?

Does it look right?

Break into syllables

Spelling



1 hour

50 marks available

3 sections of texts

Multiple choice, 1-mark, 2-mark and 3-mark questions

Reading



Fiction = read the whole text first.
Non-fiction = answer one question at a time and read as you go along.  There is usually a question about the introduction part at the 
top.

1. Don’t need to write in full sentences – waste of time!

2. Use the page numbers given to you.

3. Identify the key question word.

4. Questions go in chronological order

5. If it is a ‘why’ question, answer with because

6. Find and copy means find and copy

7. If the question is in italics, it is directly from the text.

8. With multiple choice questions, use process of elimination.

9. When it says tick one, TICK ONE!

10. 3-mark questions use P.E.E. – Point, Explanation, Evidence

11. When ordering, go back and highlight the sections of the text before filling in the boxes.

Reading



30 minutes

36 questions

40 marks available

Speed and fluency of times tables are crucial

Confidence with switching between methods

Place value understanding e.g. x 100 or lining up calculations

Later combined with both reasoning papers to give an overall mark out of 110

Arithmetic



2 papers

40 minutes each

35 marks for each paper

Later combined with the arithmetic paper to give 
an overall mark out of 110

Reasoning



Reading skills are essential

Application of arithmetic 
skills in context

Reasoning



Reading skills are essential

'Drawing' diagrams can help with 
sense-making

Reasoning



Our ‘motto’ in school



Regular mini quizzes that help revise concepts and skills already taught

Thinking starter booklets which recap spelling, grammar and arithmetic

1-5 challenges in maths each day

Test techniques

Homework - CGP

Small group intervention – short term boost to plug gaps

Full SATs papers to build stamina and identify gaps/weaknesses (once a half term)

Mock SATs week

A broad and balanced curriculum 

Strategies we are using in school



Read every day (with a particular focus on vocabulary)

Read a variety of genres

Practise times tables to assist with speed and fluency (Times Tables Rock Stars)

Continue to recap areas of arithmetic
 
Continue to support homework tasks

Go over weekly spelling rules (Spelling Shed) and the 100 words from the Year 5/6 spelling list 

Support with any additional tasks your child would like to do

Celebrate mistakes and use them as learning opportunities

Make sure your child still has time to relax at home and not overdo the learning

Strategies you can use at home



Revision resources

• Maths – arithmetic videos and additional helpful strategies
• Spelling – clues/mnemonic and rules
• Grammar – clues and handbook

https://www.avonwoodprimaryschool.org.uk/parents/y6-revision-guides


Revision resources

KS2 BBC Bitesize

CGP workbooks (e.g. 10-minute tests → check what your child has already been 
given by school)

IXL.com – grammar and maths

Maths:
Maths Frame – Year 6 Arithmetic Practice

Hit the Button

Doodle Maths

Times Tables Rock Stars



Our curriculum after SATs

Writing – teachers’ writing assessments throughout June.

Maths – prepare for secondary school (e.g. algebra and statistics)

Spelling – linked to reading → how can we use our knowledge of words to understand what 
an unknown word means?

Broad and balanced curriculum

Preparation for secondary school (e.g. reading timetables; PSHE)

End of year preparations



Any questions?
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